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After Ashfield was sold we had 3 months to clear up and get out!  The unbelievable amount of 
goods and chattels  in the main house and in our cottage and the yard took a huge  effort to pack  up 
.Also a lot of the furniture and paintings were going to Marily’s family members in both East and 
West USA and Scotland, as well as some being sold at auction. 

So the result was that Susie and Marily had virtually no time to look around and they were rescued 
by Lady Georgina Forbes who invited them to stay in a house on her lovely estate, Castle Forbes in 
Longford.  She said bring your horses, your dogs and cats and stay as long as you like while you 
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look around for what you really 
want.  In October (on Marily’s 
birthday) we took up residence in 
the Gamekeepers cottage with 
Ferbie, Socks and Daxi the 12 year 
old cat. 

From there we often left at 4 in the 

morning following up Estate 
Agents dream houses from Mayo 
down to Cork.  But it was the one 
in Graignamanagh, Co. Kil-
kenny which really called to us 
and after a few months of hum-
ming and hawing we made an 
offer which was accepted. 

So with our travelling circus of 
horses, furniture containers, dogs 
and cat we arrived to take resi-
dence in May 2006.  For the next 
18 months we lived in a lovely 
wooden cabin, while repairs were 
made to Castle house, mostly to 
waterproof it and build a new 
sunroom to take advantage of the 
super view. 
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This is SUMA’S SURPRISE, by VDL Arkansas out 
of Suma’s Legacy. 

She was the top priced filly and 2nd top priced four 
year old sold in the Goresbridge September sales to 
Christine Baker fro the UK. 

She rode outstandingly and showed huge jumping 
potential and in a very bad market there were 6 bid-
ders pushing her price up to €10,200. 
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We christened the cabin “The Bolt Holt” (note spell-
ing!) as one of the joys of this place is the beautiful 
stretch of the River Barrow which is at the bottom of 
our property.  The first day we came here we saw an 
otter at the weir and that really clinched the deal for us. 

We intend to encourage people to visit here with their 
horses as the hacking is superb 

B AND B FOR HORSES, HERE YOU ARE! 
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Simon Buckley with Sumas Evita on the left and Sumas Cider on the right, both by VDL Arkansas.  Also doing well is Joanne 
Sloane Allen’s purchase, Sumsa Zorro by VDL Douglas who she thinks is one of the best 4 yr olds they have ever had. 



One who attracted a lot of attention on the day, not least because he was both the first crop of 
the Baloubet du Rouet horse Taloubet VDL but also a well marked coloured colt.  SUMAS 
EL GRECO is making his mark already jumping in  the Ulster region, having been sold to 
the U.K. on the day.  You will see plenty more of Victoria Clarke and Greco in the 5 yr olds. 

 

One foal who did not sell on the day has gone on to do very well placing highly in the Mill-
street Young Irelander in 2077.  This is the Ard VDL Douglas son out of Briansannie, named 
Ard Denzil.  He is showing huge potential as a jumper.  Another man to have picked up a 
bargain was Michael Murphy from Clane who paid  €7400 for a VDL Arkansas daughter of  
Vixen’s Frolic.  SUMAS MAYBE went straight off to be covered the day after the sale and 
now has a 3 year old filly by Master Imp.  In the following 2 years she has put up over 
100 points jumping, and still only 7 years old.  He own brother who was a 2 year old at 
the time had a slower start but is now making up for lost time eventing with Nicola Ennis.  
Sumas Black Fox has also grown to about 16.2 and is a star in the making. 

 

And finally SUMAS GOODMIX, last foal of our lovely Whippy by VDL Arkansas. 

He was broken and riding at 3 (as seen here) and has since started Eventing in the UK.  
Another who grew very big but a gentle giant and much loved by his owner. 

THAT IS ALL THE UPDATES FOR NOW  

HOPE YOU ENJOYED READING THE LATEST NEWS! 

 

And Still More Potential Youngsters 

 

One of the biggest pieces of luck from our point of view was that DISTANT MUSIC scanned empty to the frozen semen of 
VDL GLennridge.  She was a young mare and therefore had a right to be sold but we were not selling her barren. So she rode all 
through the following winter and when we were preparing her for the Premier mare inspections (which she got!) we were very 
suspicious of the size of her belly under the Rambo rug.  Sure enough she had a smashing colt foal, Suma’s Distant Glen who 
sold to the U.K. as a young foal through the internet.  I need hardly add that Music’s first foal is the one and only SUMA’S 
SOUND OF MUSIC who subsequently won both the 5 and 6 year old  classes at the RDS.  This year, at 7 she was in the Fox-
hunter Finals at the Horse of the Year Show, finishing a creditable 8th against a particularly good field, 16 in the jump off.  Mu-
sic proceeded to have two more colts,  one by VDL Douglas named SUMA’S BONO and the other by Caricello named 

SUMAS CARUSO. Both very good looking.  Time will tell but weren’t we lucky to keep her?! 

 

Who can forget Lot No 1, the only riding/driving horse entered in the Sale?  

SUMA’S LITTLE MO  has been a brilliant 
success with Karen  Garrett, winning several 
good 

Driving Events and turning heads everywhere. 

In the winter months she hunts and has a great 
time.  By HUNTINGFIELD REBEL our of a 
Pride of Shaunlara mare she has guts to spare 
and has a queue of people waiting for Karen to 
get tired of her!. 

 

One the right is SUMA’S SOUND OF MUSIC 
who  is about to head off on the Spanish Sunshine Tour of 2009.   

Good Fortune for us by Chance! 

 

 

 


